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Plain English summary

Information on where people die is essential for public health planning and end-of-life care policy.
In this study we aimed to describe where people died over a 27-year period. We also wanted to find

out what factors might be related to this.

We extracted information from death registrations collected by the Office for National Statistics.
We assessed all deaths registered in England between 1984 and 2010. We used statistical and
mathematical research to analyse where people died and the related factors.

We analysed the death registration records of over 13 million people. Just under two-thirds had died in
hospitals. The second and the third most common place of death (PoD) varied according to the cause
of death. Hospices played an increasing role over time but almost exclusively for people with cancer.
Hospital deaths were more likely for people aged > 75 years; divorced, single or widowed; from more
deprived areas; during winter, autumn and at New Year; and in metropolitan regions. The variations in
PoD need to be addressed by clinical services and commissioning groups.
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