
Framework for non-participant observations  
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Non- Participant Observation Notes 

Location: 

Type of meeting: 

Date: 

Start time:  

Stop time: 

Number of participants: 

 

Post – observation 

Jargon to find out about: 

 

 

Reflexive comments (your interpretations of objective observations) 

 

 

Descriptive narrative (describe what happened, what you learned about the study 

population and setting) 

 

 

Questions for follow-up (write down questions about participant responses that need 

further considerations or follow-up, issues to pursue, new information) 

 

 

  

Terms to look out for: 
‘Clinical uncertainty/Clinically 
uncertain’ 
‘Deteriorating’ 
‘Unlikely to recover/ uncertain 
recovery’ 
‘Limited reversibility’ 
‘Might die during current 
episode of care, despite 
treatment’ 
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