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Call for proposals into Mechanisms of Action of Health Interventions

The EME Programme invites proposals for hypothesis driven research into the underlying
mechanisms of action of clinical and public health interventions. Studies must utilise
patients or samples from identifiable cohorts from current or completed NIHR-funded
projects from the following programmes: i4i, EME (including the MRC/NIHR transferred
portfolio), HS&DR, HTA, PHR, RfPB and PGfAR or equivalent funding from the Devolved

Administrations.

Proposals will be accepted across a wide range of interventions; including behavioural,
pharmaceutical, psychological, surgical and public health interventions. The research
should be hypothesis driven, relevant to the intervention and outcomes proposed by the
original study and add significantly to the scientific understanding of the mechanisms of
action of the intervention.

The proposed research may involve the analysis or reanalysis of previously stored
specimens or data, or the collection of new specimens or new data for additional analysis,
provided it is obtained from study participants. Applicants must have agreement from the
Cl of the original NIHR study.

Discovery of new biomarkers is not within the remit of the EME Programme.

Applicants will need to make a strong case for how a better understanding of the
mechanisms of action will potentially contribute to the future use or development of the
technology, future wealth creation and for the ultimate benefit of individual patients’ or the
wider NHS.

The EME Programme is funded by the MRC and NIHR, with contributions from the CSO in Scotland, Health and Care Research Wales and the HSC R&D Division, Public Health Agency in Northern Ireland. It is
managed by the NIHR Evaluation, Trials and Studies Coordinating Centre (NETSCC) based at the University of Southampton.

Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation Programme, National Institute for Health Research email: eme@nihr.ac.uk
Evaluation, Trials and Studies Coordinating Centre, University of Southampton,
Alpha House, Enterprise Road, Southampton, SO16 7NS web: www.nihr.ac.uk/eme

tel: +44(0)23 8059 4303
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