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Plain language summary

Coronavirus disease 2019 is an infectious disease that can cause death and long-term ill-health. 
Treatments exist that can be provided in hospital to reduce the number of deaths from coronavirus 

disease 2019. Treatments also exist which can be provided in the community for people at high risk of 
needing to be admitted to hospital to reduce the number of admissions and to reduce the number of 
deaths from coronavirus disease 2019. However, the value for money of these treatments has not been 
estimated. We took the clinical effectiveness of nine treatments from published literature sources and 
built a model that estimated the value for money of six treatments compared with care without these 
treatments. Three treatments were excluded due to confidential prices. The results of the model showed 
that many treatments in a hospital setting had estimates of cost-effectiveness that would normally be 
seen to be good value for money using the thresholds published by the National Institute of Health 
and Care Excellence. The same was true for some treatments in a community setting. However, it is 
also possible that these treatments are not good value for money. The benefit of the drugs and value 
for money is highly uncertain as studies trying to estimate the gain have been done with (1) previous 
variants of the virus causing coronavirus disease 2019 being widespread, (2) where the proportion of 
people who have had vaccinations or who had previously had coronavirus disease 2019 is low and (3) 
where standard treatment was that when coronavirus disease 2019 was first identified, and not the 
drugs used now. Because of these differences, and the unknown price of some interventions, we cannot 
confidently say which (if any) treatments help patients the most, or which treatment represents the best 
value for money. Further research, in current conditions, would improve the accuracy of our answers.
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