N I H R National Institute for Public Health Research
Health and Care Research

‘ '.) Check for updates

Synopsis

Assessing the impact of COVID-19 on the physical activity of 10-11-
year-old children and their parents: Active-6 a mixed-methods study

Russell Jago,?* Danielle House,* Ruth Salway,! Robert Walker,*
Lydia Emm-Collison,! Kate Sansum,! Katie Breheny,?® Sarah Churchward,?
Joanna G Williams,?°> William Hollingworth?3 and Frank de Vocht??

1Centre for Exercise, Nutrition & Health Sciences, School for Policy Studies, University of Bristol, Bristol, UK

2Population Health Sciences, Bristol Medical School, University of Bristol, Bristol, UK

SThe National Institute for Health Research, Applied Research Collaboration West (NIHR ARC West), University
Hospitals Bristol and Weston NHS Foundation Trust, Bristol, UK

4Independent Public Member of the Project Team

>Communities and Public Health, Bristol City Council, Bristol, UK

"Corresponding author russ.jago@bristol.ac.uk

Published November 2024
DOI: 10.3310/WYHT5821

Plain language summary

Assessing the impact of COVID-19 on the physical activity of 10-11-year-old

children and their parents: Active-6 a mixed-methods study

Public Health Research 2024
DOI: 10.3310/WYHT5821

NIHR Journals Library www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk
This synopsis should be referenced as follows:

Jago R, House D, Salway R, Walker R, Emm-Collison L, Sansum K, et al. Assessing the impact of COVID-19 on the physical activity of 10-11-year-old children and their parents: Active-6
a mixed-methods study. [published online ahead of print November 27 2024]. Public Health Res 2024. https://doi.org/10.3310/WYHT5821


https://doi.org/10.3310/WYHT5821
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.3310/WYHT5821&domain=pdf
mailto:russ.jago@bristol.ac.uk

Public Health Research 2024 (Plain language summary)

Plain language summary

Why did we do this study?

Physical activity can improve children’s health, learning and quality of life, yet only 41% of year 6 children (aged 10-11 years)
in the UK were meeting physical activity guidelines before the pandemic. COVID-19 lockdowns and restrictions meant
children were unable to be active in their normal ways. We expected these restrictions to reduce children’s activity while
they were in place. The Active-6 project wanted to know whether any changes to children’s activity lasted after the
restrictions had gone.

What did we do?

We used devices called accelerometers to measure Year 6 children’s activity in 2021 and 2022. We compared this
information with data collected in 2017/18 from year 6 children from the same schools. We also interviewed parents,
children and school staff to find out about their experiences and why they felt any changes had happened.

What did we find?

In 2021, children’s activity was significantly lower than before the pandemic. The time children spent sedentary, not
moving at all, was higher. By 2022, child activity returned to pre-COVID levels but their sedentary time remained high.
We found that the ways in which children are active have changed since the COVID-19 lockdowns. Children spend less
time doing active play and now rely more on structured activities like sports clubs. The gap in how active children are
seems to be widening, with girls and low-income families being less active.

What does this mean for child physical activity?

It took almost a year with no restrictions for children’s physical activity to recover, and sedentary time remains high.
Despite this recovery, 59% of children do not meet activity guidelines. Children now rely more on clubs for their activity,
and it is hard for some children and families to take part in these. Strategies are needed to increase child physical activity
for all.
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